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Town of Westlock 


(Revised, November 1960) 


1. LOCATION 


Section 5 - 60-26-W4 in Census Division No. 14. This location is 58 
miles northwest of Edmonton on Highways No. 2 and 18 and 44, and on the 
main line of the Northern Alberta Railroad from Edmonton to Dawson Creek. 


2. ALTITUDE 
1,946 feet Latitude - 54/43 Longitude - 115/25 


3. TEMPERATURE 


Mean summer temperature - 58° F. 
Mean winter temperature - 20° F. 
Mean yearly temperature - 34° F. 


These averages cover a period of 26 years. 


The foregoing is estimated from data obtained from the nearest weather 
stations. There is no record of all year weather conditions for this district. 


4. RAINFALL 
Average rainfull - 13.90 inches. 
Average snowfall - 47.3 inches. 
Average total precipitation - 18.63 inches. 
These averages cover a period of 26 years. 


The foregoing is estimated from data obtained from the nearest weather 
stations. There is no record of all year weather conditions for this district. 


5. GEOLOGY 


The bedrock of this area underlying the glacial deposits is the Belly River 
formation of the Upper Cretaceous period. This formation is a series of light 
colored sandstones and shales. This horizon in other parts of the province 
includes dinosaur beds and coal seams. 


6. SOIL 
Westlock lies in the black soil zone. 
Soil Profile 


The normal profile has a black to very dark brown surface (A) horizon 
that averages about 12 to 14 inches in depth. The more compact (B) horizon 


is brown to dark brown, and the lime layer (Bca) is usually found at 30 to 40 
inches below the surface. 


Fertility 

Soils in this zone are the most fertile in the province and they have in 
their surface foot about 3 to 4 times as much nitrogen and organic matter as 
there is in the average brown or gray wooded soil. Every precaution should be 
taken to see that they are not allowed to deteriorate. 


Climate 


Annual precipitation averages between 17 and 19 inches and droughts are 
rare. Evaporation is lower and hot winds less frequent than in other zones. 


Vegetation 


Grassland which has been partially invaded by woodlands (mainly de- 
ciduous trees) often referred to as a parkland. 


Land Use 

A high percentage of the zone is arable. Wheat of fairly good quality 
can be grown, but mixed farming including the use of fertilizer when needed 
is desirable from the standpoint of both profit and permanence. 


7. HISTORY 


The original settlement was four miles east of the present location and 
was named Edison after F. Edison, an early pioneer of the district. Later it 
was moved to the site of the original homesteads of two settlers, Westgate and 
Lockhart and was renamed Westlock. 


Modern new subdivisions of recently built homes extend from the town 
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Others among the early settlers who arrived from Edmonton by ox train 
and Red River Cart were George McTavish, John Dezall, and B. C. Alton was 
the first postmaster. McTavish operated the first general store. 


With the coming of the Northern Alberta Railway in 1913 settlers came in 
great numbers to Westlock and other towns along the line. 


Westlock was incorporated as a village in 1914. The first mayor was 
George McTavish and councillors were R. J. Wheatley and Fred Patterson. J. 
W. Shutt was secretary. 


The first newspaper, the “Westlock Witness”, commenced publishing in 
1919. Owner and editor was C. A. Roulston. 


A hospital, which still serves the district, was opened in 1927 by the 
Sisters of Charity of Halifax. A $400,000 addition was completed a few years 
ago. 

The year 1955 was one of exceptional progress. In that year large num- 
bers of settlers arrived and expansion of the town was rapid. The following 
year several subdivisions were included. 


8. LIVING CONDITIONS 


Westlock is located in the centre of a rich mixed farming district and is 
served by the Northern Alberta Railway and an all-weather highway to Dawson 
Creek, B.C., and the United States border in the south. 


There are approximately 450 homes in the town which are serviced with 
all utilities. During 1959 there were 21 permits issued. 


Excellent schools provide for grades 1 to 12 and six churches supply the 
spiritual needs of the community. 


Downtown and main residential streets have asphalt dust seal. 


For the sportsman there is fishing and hunting and for winter entertain- 
ment there is curling, service clubs, lodges and associations to take care of the 
spare evenings. 


9. ADMINISTRATION 


The town is governed by a mayor elected for a two-year term and six 
councillors (three elected yearly for two year term). The secretary and assist- 
ants carry out the policy set by the council. A town foreman inspects all local 


improvements and new buildings. 


10. LAWS AND REGULATIONS 
Zoning by-laws and building code are enforced by the council and town 
foreman. The electrical code conforms to the Alberta Electrical Protection Act. 


Alberta Public Health Regulations govern the sanitary by-laws. The town 
maintains two constables. Rural districts are policed by R.C.M.P. detachment 


consisting of a sergeant and five constables. 
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11. FIRE PROTECTION 


The fire brigade consists of a fire chief and 12 volunteer firemen as well 
as a trained civil defence unit. 


Equipment: One 625 GPM King Seagrave Pumper with 500 gallon water 
tank; 2500 feet 2% in hose; 800 feet 1% inch hose; coats, ladders, boots, axes, etc. 


A Civil Defence 500 GPM pumper is also available. 


Water supply—Water is obtained from the Pembina River and is piped 
% miles into a 50,000 gallon elevated tower. 


There are 27 fire hydrants conveniently located throughout the town. 


12. TAX STRUCTURE 
1960 Net Assessment 


Land, 100% of value $ 233,508 
Improvements, 100% of fair value 1,576,168 


Total Assessment $1,809,676 
Mill Rate - Municipal 20. School 36. Hospital 4. Total 60 mills. 


13. AREAS 


Total area of town - 300 acres. 
Parks and playgrounds - 14 acres. 
Streets and lanes - 33.6 acres. 


Miles of streets, roads and lanes: 


Gravel Improved Earth Total 


Streets and Roads 22, ] wg) 
Provincial Main 1.5 5 
Lanes and Alleys D 1 6 


Total miles 30.5 


There are approximately 6% miles of cement sidewalk. 


14. SEWER AND WATER MAIN MILEAGE 


Storm sewers - nil. 
Sanitary sewers - 5. 
Water mains - 4.75 plus 74% miles of pipe from the Pembina River. 


15. POWER 


Three phase 60 cycle power is supplied under a ten-year franchise by 
Calgary Power Limited. 


Domestic Rate 
First 20 KWH or less - $2.6 
All over 20 KWH per month - 1.5c per KWH. 
Discount - 30c applies on any bill paid within 10 days of date rendered. 
Connection charge - $1.00 


Reconnection charge - twice the net minimum charge. 


Commercial Rate 
Available for lighting and general service in commercial establishments. 
Service charge - First % KW connected load - 30c. 
Each additional % connected load - 10c. 
Energy consumption rate - First 50 KWH per month - 10c per KW. 
Next 150 KWH per month - 5c per KW. 
Excess of 200 KWH per month - 2c per KW. 
Minimum charge - $1.80. 
Discount - 30c 
Net charge - $1.50 


Discount - 10%, 10 days based on the even dollars of total eet hy bill 
with a minimum discount of 30c per month. 


Consumer's deposit - twice the gross monthly minimum charge. 


Reconnection charge - twice the net monthly minimum charge. 


Residential areas are well treed, attractive 
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Power Rate 


Available for motors and commercial heating apparatus used in commer- 
cial establishments. 


Service charge - Per KVA of installation (monthly charge) - $1.00. One 
motor horsepower or one kilowatt in heating apparatus considered equal to one 
kilovolt ampere (KVA). 


Energy charge - First 50 KWH per month per KVA of installation - 5c 
per KWH. : 


Next 50 KWH per month per KVA of installation - 34c per KWH. 
All over 100 KWH per month per KVA of installation - 1%c per KWH. 


Discount - 10%, 10 days based on the even dollars of total bill with a 
minimum discount of 30c per month. 


Minimum charge - $3.30 gross, $3.00 net or the amount of the service 
charge, whichever is greater. 


Consumer's deposit - $2.00 per KVA of installation and not less than $6.00 
or at the company’s option, twice the estimated bill. 


Reconnection charge - $6.00. 


16. WATER 


Water is obtained from the Pembina River and is piped 7% miles into a 
50,000 gallon elevated tower and from there into the water mains. 


Water Analysis Parts per Million 
Total Solids 202 
Ignition Loss 88 
Hardness 140 
Sulphates 19 
Chloride ih 
Alkalinity 140 
Nature of Alkalinity - Bicarbonate of Lime and Magnesium 
Nitrites nil 
Nitrates nil 

Iron 0.4 


Remarks - Chemically this water is suitable. 
Water Rates - First 1,000 gallons or less used per month - $5.00 
Next 1,000 gallons used per month - $1.40 per M. 
Next 48,000 gallons used per month - $1.20 per M. 
Balance gallons used per month - $1.10 per M. 
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17. GAS 


Natural gas is supplied under a 10-year franchise by the Plains Western 
Gas and Electric Co. 


Rates - First 2 MCF per month - $2.50 

Next 30 MCF per month - 48c per MCF. 

All over 32,000 MCF per month - 45c per MCF. 
Minimum monthly charge - $2.50 


When accounts are not paid on or before the due date the charge shall 
be increased by three cents (3c) each per 1,000 cu. ft. and the gross rate so 
arrived at shall apply. 


18. L.P. GAS 
Heat value - 2,521 b.t.u. per cu. ft. at 60° F. 
100 lb. cylinders - $6.50 
Bulk - 18c per gallon. 


There is no storage tank in town. 


19. DIESEL FUEL 
Heat value - 135,000 to 140,000 b.t.u. per gallon at 60° F. 
Summer grade - 17c per gallon. 
Winter grade - 18.5¢ per gallon. 
Storage capacity - 25,000 gallons. 


20. COAL 


The majority of farmers haul their coal supply from Morrinville. Drum- 
heller coal can be secured from local dealers at the following rates per ton: 


Lump Egg Stoker and Nut 
$14.50 $12.50 $11.50 


21. LOCAL RESOURCES 


Lumber, straw, cereal, grass seed, course grains, dairy products - milk, 
cream, butter, etc.; poultry and eggs, horses, cattle, sheep, hogs, honey, sand 
and gravel, gas. 


22. GOVERNMENT OFFICES AND SERVICES | 
Federal - Post Office, Veterans Land At, R.C.M.P. Detachment. 


Provincial - Alberta Government Telephones, Treasury Branch Agent, 
District Agriculturist, District Superintendent of Schools, Westlock School Divi- 
sion No. 37, District Home Economist, Department of Municipal Affairs, Liquor 
Vendors, Police Magistrate, Westlock Municipal District No. 92. 


re 


Municipal - Memorial Hall housing Town Office, Council Chamber, Sec- 
retary-Treasurer and Assistant, Town Police and Jail, Public Library, Legion 
Room, Work Foreman. Garbage collected weekly. 


23. HEALTH SERVICES 


The Sisters of Immaculate Hospital is operated by the Sisters of Charity, 
Halifax. Latest equipment is installed and all rooms are piped for oxygen. A 
modern laboratory is staffed by three qualified Sisters. There are 90 beds and 
15 bassinettes. The hospital staff includes five qualified Sisters as nurses, five 
graduates nurses, and four nursing aides. 


Rates - Public Ward: Ratepayer $1.60 per day; Non-ratepayer $11.50 
per day. 

A modern Government built Senior Citizens’ Lodge serves the district. 

There are also: 7 practising physicians, 3 dentists, 1 chiropractor (resi- 


dent), 1 chiropractor (calling weekly), 1 optometrist, 1 veterinary surgeon, 2 
drug stores. 


24. PROFESSIONAL AND SKILLED PERSONAL SERVICES 
(excluding Health Services ) 


Barristers and Lawyers 3 
Beauty Parlors 4 
Barber Shops 2 
Watch Repairing 2 
Chartered Accountants i 


@ PROVINCIAL BUILDING 


The Alberta Government Provincial Building contains many public service offices 
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25. TRANSPORTATION 


ath Northern Alberta Railway - from Edmonton to Dawson Creek via West- 
ock. 


Sunburst Bus - Edmonton to Barrhead via Westlock. 
Sunburst Bus - Edmonton to Swanhills via Westlock. 
Sunburst Bus - Edmonton to Westlock. 

‘Taxy Stand - I cab. 


Daily truck service to and from Edmonton. 


26. NEWSPAPERS 
Westlock News - weekly. 


27. COMMUNICATIONS 


Northern Alberta Telegraphs, Alberta Government Telephones, Post Of- 
fice. Nearest radio stations: Edmonton 58 miles southeast - CJCA, CHFA, 
CFRN, CHED, CBX, CKUA. Nearest television stations: Edmonton, CFRN 
GBAT, 


28. FINANCIAL FACILITIES 
Bank of Montreal, Bank of Nova Scotia, Treasury Branch Agency. 


29. HOTELS 
No of Rooms Rates Beer License 


Westlock oul $3.50 and up yes 


Modern health services, such as this private dental clinic serves a wide market area 
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30. TOURIST CAMPS 
Kipp’s Cabins and Trailer and Tent Grounds - Rates $4.00 to $6.00 and up. 


31. CHURCHES 
Anglican, Lutheran, Gospel Hall, Pentecostal, Roman Catholic, United. 


32. LODGES 


Masonic. 


33. SERVICE CLUBS 


Elks, Chamber of Commerce, Canadian Legion, Women’s Auxiliary Cana- 
dian Legion, Women’s Institute, Kinsmen, Royal Purple, Kinettes. 


34. SOCIETIES AND ASSOCIATIONS 


Agricultural Society, Red Cross Society, Old Timers Association, Home 
and School Association, Westlock Flying Club, Golf Club. 


35. EDUCATION 


The Westlock School District No. 70 is a unit of the Westlock School 
Division No. 37. Grades 1 to 12 are taught along with the following optional 


The Westlock High School is a growing service, with buses bringing in students from 
many miles away 
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subjects: Typing, Bookkeeping, Music, Art, Industrial Art, Drama, Home Econ- 
omics and Shop. The school population is made up as follows: 


Grade No. of Teachers No. of Pupils 


Elementary 1- 6 19 487 
Junior High ji!) fe) 247 
High 10 12 11 265 


36. THEATRES AND HALLS 
Capacity Stage Piano Dressing Rooms 
Roxy Theatre 350 yes yes no 
Memorial Hall 1,000 yes yes yes 
Drive-in Theatres (1) 


37. CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 


The Westlock Public Library is a community library and is supported 
by the town, Provincial Government grant under the Libraries Act and member- 
ship fees. The library is open Tuesday from 2 to 5 p.m. and Saturday from 
2 to 5 p.m. and every noon hour from 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. Monday to Friday, and 
7 to 9 p.m. Friday. 


Other Activities - Drama, Music, Art Club, Choral Society, Local band 
with 25 instruments, Book Club, U. of A. Extension Courses. 


38. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 


Boys - Boy Scouts, Wolf Cubs, Calf Club, Junior Seed Club, 4H Club. 
Girls - Girl Guides, Brownies, C.G.L.T., 4H Club, Calf Club: 


39. SPORTS 


Senior and junior baseball, senior and junior hockey, softball, saddle club, 
badminton, football, golf, curling, flying club. 


Facilities - Covered curling rink with 5 sheets artificial ice. 


Open air hockey and skating rink; air field; Kinsmen Tot Lot; Playgrounds 
at sports field. 


Good fishing for trout, whitefish, perch and pickerel in the district. 
Hunting for game birds and big game in the district. 


40. FAIRS 
Agricultural Fair (2 day event) 


41. HISTORIC SITES 
Memorial Hall built in honour of the heroes of the district during the 
First and Second World Wars. 
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42. CO-OPERATIVES 


Northern Alberta Dairy Pool, Pembina Livestock Shipping Association, 
Alberta Wheat Pool, United Grain Growers, Alberta Poultry Producer, Co-op 
Gas and Oil Distributors, Westlock Co-op Seed Cleaning Plant, Maple Leaf Co-op 
Oil Distributors. 


43. INDUSTRY AND BUSINESS 
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44. SITES 


Industrial and home sites served with all utilities can be purchased from 
the town and private owners. 
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45. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 


A diversified type of agriculture is practiced in the Westlock area. In 
1950 about one-third of cash farm income was obtained from grain, one-fifth 
from cattle and hogs respectively, and one-tenth from dairying. The remaining 
one-fifth was made up from the sale of seeds (forage crop seed production is 
important) poultry products, etc. Since 1950 the trend has been toward more 
livestock, especially cattle, and expansion of the area devoted to improved hay 
and pasture. 


The average size of farms in the Municipal District of Westlock was 346 
acres of which 223 acres were improved and 155 in crop. Fifty percent of all 
the farms consisted of between one-half to one section in size. Thirty-seven per 
cent were less than 240 acres and 13 per cent above 759 acres. One of every 10 
farms were classed as non-resident; two-thirds were owned by the operator; one- 
quarter by owner-tenants; and one-tenth by tenants. 


46. TRADING AREA 


North 80 miles; west 15 miles; south 25 miles; east 15 miles. 


47. POPULATION 
Trading area population, 1956 census - 15,079. 
Town population, 1956 census - 1,136. 
Town population, 1960 - 1,789 estimate. 


One of Westlock’s busy main streets 
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